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‘New Superstar Arrives

submitted by Tom Nettis, 10 Whalepond Rd., West Long Branch, New Jersey

“Bange®, “Brother Banga"

Wherever pigeon fanci-
ers gather on the Continent
they now talk on only ona
subjact, that of tha brilliant
racing perfarmances of 2
young man fram Tilburg, the
one who is now daminating
the racing scene, both at
Provincial and National lev-
els in the last iwa years he
haswan faur Nationals. The
man In question is Frank
Aarts, the new sensation of
the pigeon sport in Holland,
his lite is completely dedi-

RESULTS

1989 - 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Dutch
National Orleans 320 miles (8,109 birds)
1990 - 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Dutch National
Chateauroux 365 miles (8,996 birds)
1991 - 1st, 3rd and 4th Dutch National Orleans
320 miles (20, 800 birds)

1991 - 1st and 2nd Dutch National

l Chateauroux 365 miles (9, 108 birds)

and "Blauwe Piaterse”
whilst he was away, 1o farm
his base on his return, At
this point he decided to
renew hisfofts and knowing
of alocallancier whowasto
linish in the sport he made
an arrangement with him to
take his range of lofts in
exchangs for Frank's motor
car!
Thebasabreedersal his
now established lofts ara
Janssen, Meulemans,

Horemans and Van Loan,

cated to tha pigeons and
thair success,

Frank is a relative newcomar to the
spor, starting at the age of 21. Within two
years ha has been 1st champion old and
young birds of Tiburg (180 members).
Unfortunately far Frank, and fartunately for

his competitars, his raciag activities had 1o
cease whan he did his MNatianal Service.
©Cn his return in 1986 he commenced the
job of rebuilding his breeding loft, He had
kept some of his best breeders including

 85-1651688 "Roole Van Gompel”, “the
Red Van Gempel”, Santastic breeder. A
100% Janssen A foundation cock. Re-
sponsible for winners in the 1st, 2nd,
and 3Ird generation {on every levell
Lntil 1989 he was a good racing widow-
hood cock.
Now on the breeding loft: 85-1651688
"Rooie Van Gompel™; sire 1st National

" NP.O. Trilogieragce Chalequroux 1950
against 8296 pigeons (semi national
race] and the grandsire of 1st National
Orleans 1221 Seclion 1A against 2207

- pigeons entered. Complete Section Se-
lection I A+ B+ Ctogether] 15t position
against 20,845 pigeons.

84-2013825 “Louis Van Loon cock”.
Super breeder, fantastic producer re
sponsihie for winners on every level in
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd generation. Just
some examples; 84-825: sire 1st Na-
tional N.P.O. Trilogierace Chaleauroux
1891 against 9108 pigeons [semi na-
tional race] 580 kilometers.
Grandsire 2nd National N.P.0O. Trilogi-
erace Chateauroux 1991 against 9108
pigeons {semi national race] No. 1 and 2
arrived together! Sire 86-1373647.
Fantastic hen. Won 2 x Ist position.
Provincial Pont St. Mox. Won alot of
early positions.
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sach braedsr has been
selected for its ahility lo reproduce and
must have a background of winners pro-
ducing winners . Succass of this can easily
be gauged by the fact that at 24 of Franks
breeders, out of the 25 pairs housed are

el s
B =

H&80-847802 "“Jan™, Borm (n 18980, a
100% Janssen-A breeder. In his pedi-
gree the famous ald cock Janssen Aren-
donk “Jan” [ a_fantastic breeder. He is
sire: 2nd National Orleans 1989 (Sect,
3} after laft mate arrived together. Sire:
a Ace Pigeon Provinclal 1988 (after laft
mate] against 2350 members. Sire:
“Super 663" 87-89732663: won 4 x 1st
position and alet of early pesitions.
Sire: 15t positlon Etampes 1391 against
1410 pigeons.



90.9021999, I1st Ace Pigeon 1931 and
1st position Provinelal Crell 1991. 1 g91:
14 races entered 13 prizes. 15990: 10x

entered 9 prizes. She is granddaughter
from “Dikke Blauwe" a 1 00% Janssen.
A super breeder. 9021998 won; lst
Creil Provineial, 2rd Orleans 347 pi
geons, 1st Creil 1236 pigeons, & Etam-
pes GAJ plgeons, 2 Crell 1659 pigeons,
3 Creil 3133 pigeons, 4 Orleans 821
pigeons, 7 Chantilly 393 pigeons, 7
Etampes 1410 pigeons [after 4 laft
mates), 15 Chateauroux 1101 plgeons
fafter 9 loftmates), 13 Creil 2101 pi-
geons fafter 11 loftmates), 18 Provin-
cial Creil 4933 pigeons [after 11
loftmates]. 2021933 iz zister: Dam &
National Orleans 1990 (section 1) 2454

pigeons.

and she flew with great success winning
Wheraver pigeon fanciers gathar on the
Continent they naw talk an only one sub-
ject, that of the brilliant racing parfarm-
ances of a young man from Tilburg, the
one who is now dominaling the racing
ccene, both at Provincial and National levals
— in the last two years he has won four
Matignals. The man in guestion is Frank
Aarts, the new sensation of the pigeon
spart in Holland, his life is completely
dedicated to the pigeons and thair suc-
cess.

Frank is a relative newcomer to lhe
sport, starting at the age of 21. Within two
years he has bean 1st champion cld and
young birds of Tilburg (180 members).
Unfortunately far Frank, and lortunately for
his competitors, his racing activities had lo
caasa when he did his National Service.
On his return in 1986 he commenced the
job of rebuilding his breeding loft. Ha had
kept soma of his best breeders including
"Bange”, "Brother Bange™ and "Blauwe
Pietarse™ whilst he was away, to form his
base on his refurn. At this point he decidad
to renew his lofts and knowing of a lacal

B81.602031 “Taxi™ is a son of Belgium
Antwerp Unlon Ering Willlam Geert's
No, 1 breeding pair, Buffel x Sister
Kilo. Tax is a brother to several Olym-
pic pigeons for Willlam Geerts, Taxion
my loft (s a fantastic breeder, espe-
cially in the 2nd generation. Taxi is
grandsire: 3 National Orleans 1882
{53) after 2 laftmates. Grandsire: &
Nationa! Orleans 1983 (53} after 4
loftmates. Grandsire: 1 Ace Pigeon 1923
{160 members). Grandsire: Ist position
Chantilly 1089 pigeons, 2nd positlon
Provincial Pont Max 4331 pigeons. Sire:
1st pesition Melun 80 pigeons, 2nd
position Provincial Melun 5§03 pigeons.
Sire: 8732673: 2 x 1st position and
many early positions. Sire: 8732651
Ist position Font Max. Grandsire;
gpziosd: Won four Etampes, 1410
plgeons fafter 3 laftmates].

{anciar who was to finish in the sport he
made an arrangement with him to take his
ranga of lofis in exchangafor Frank’s matar
carl

six of the top prizes Including 1st Chan-
filly, 1st Provincial, 1st Bourges, 2nd Pro-
vincial, 6th Mational, 450 miles (6,772 bieds).
Such results by just one bird, prompted
Frank in 1991 to take more youngsters and
this lime three ware raced, one won saVen
prizes from 10 races, the second also wan
sevan prizes but from nine races and 1ha
third youngster was entered in 10 races 1o
win eight prizes including 2nd Chateau-
roux National arriving with and beaten into
the clock, by a lofimate, after nine and a
quarter hours on the wing covering a dis-
tance of some 385 miles. So it can be sean
why Frank is even more optimistic about
the future successes of this new pairing.

He is openly proud of hiz previous
successes which ara now, in such a shar
time, known warld wide, Within an hour of
winning the Orleans Mational this year a

13

Ho0-0022099; [50% Meulemans x 50%
Horemans). Won in 1890: 1st Ace Pi-
geon Club 160 members, 2nd Champion
15t nominated bird long distance club
2350 members. 5 Golden Ace Pigeon.
Long distance club “Golden Ring club”
Southern Netherlands (100,000 young

birds ringed with Golden Rings).
8022099: 12 xentered: 12 prizes! Wors(
result was 1/10. Every race (12 races]
12 x into the first 10%!

Japaness fancier bid a very substantial
sum for the three winning youngsters. No
decision has yet been mads as to whether
or ot these winners will follow the path of
the 1989 and 1990 National winning birds
whichwere purchased farlarge sums within
days of their successes by the Japanese.
I know from speaking o him it was not an
easy decision 1o make and since that time
he has repeatedly been mades massive
affers from all over the waorld, including the
UK, to part with his aclual breeders, The
bids, haweverbig, have beenturnad dawn.
Daspite his great wins ha is still hungry far
success and has na intention of parting
with the birds responsible for putting him at
the wery pinnacie ol the sport.

The breeding pairs are housed in a 28
feel long loft at the hame of a close friend,
due 1o the shorage of space althe rear of
Frani's terraced house, Anaviary runs the
entire length of the front of the loft with a
mash bottom , raised some two {eel aff the
ground with the concrels underneath
washed down daily.

Allbirds, breeders and racers, are paired
around Christmas Day, following almost
three months of separation. The eggs from
the tep producers and racers ara maved
under the yearling racers and leeder pairs
when around 10 days old, thus ensuring
thera are at least four youngsters to race
aff all the extra special birds. ln addition 1o
this the vary best breeding cocks are pairec



y _ _

with four ar fiva ditferent hens during the
year. Throughout the year Mariman breed-
ing mixture Is fed and vitamins are added
to the wataer each Wednesday.

Since Frank's raturn to racing in 1986
he has guickly returned to the very top, In
1987 he was declared 2nd champion ovarall
— old birds and young birds — provincial
union Tilburg 550 members, again in 1588
he had the same position. However far the
three years since 1989 he has been 1st
champion overall — old birds and young
birds — provineial union Tilburg against
550 members, an outstanding achieve-
ment. Detailing winners would be a lang
task so without wishing taka up loo much
space | have recorded the most imporant
championships won during the last two
58350ns.

1994 1sl Champion young birds pro-
vincial Midden Brabant” (2,350 membars),
1st Champion long distance young birds
Provincial "Midden Brabant” (2,350 mem-
bars), 2nd and 3rd pigean young birds pro-
vincial "Midden Brabant™ (2,350 mambers),
15t champion old birds unien Kring, Tilburg
{550 mambers), 1stchampion young birds
union Kring, Tilburg (S50 mambars), 1st
champion middle distance Tilburg (450
members), 1st champion overall — old
birds and young birds - club {160 mem-
bers), 1991 until August, included: fourfirst
prizes provincial and 2nd champion ovar-
all - old birds and young birds provincial
"Midden Brabant" (2,350 membars), 2nd
champion overall - old hirds - provincial
"Midden Brabant” (2,350 members), 1st
champion young birds provincial unien
Kring, Tilburg (550 mambers), 2nd cham-
pion ald birds union, Kring, Tilburg (550}
members. 1st champion middle distance
Tilburg (450 members), st champion
overall-young birds - ¢lub {160 members),
15t ace pigeon old birds-with a natural hen.

[ am sure you will agree that thess
winners are imprassive to say the least,
atthough they give na indication to the
extant to which the race leam pardorms
overall. Perhaps thesa lew race results will
throw some light: Ponl St Max 1st, 2nd,
3rd, 5th, Bth, 7th and Sth (1,099 birds);
Creil: 3rd, 4th, Tth, Bth, 9th and 10th {4,833
birds); Etampes: 1st, 2nd, 3ed, 4th, Tth, 8th
and 9th {1,410 birds); Melun: 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, Bth, Oth and 10th (813
birds). These are just four, week in and
weak out there ara always similarly devas-
tating pedormances both with his widow-
hoaod cocks and on the natural system. Ha
also has a highly succeassful young bird
method ta win up to 450 miles,

The widowhoad lofts that lolal some 25
feet in langth are on the lop story of his
double decker lofts situated in the small
rear yard behind his 1erraced house. They
have a pantiled roof fitted with lights to
ensurathe maximum amount of sun anters
the lofts at all times, & fact that Frank
considers vary important to bring the race
birds into form and to hald that form for as
long as possible, The 24 widowhaod cocks,
yearling and older cacks, are housed la-
getherand treated virtually the same. They
are paired at Christmas, the bast parform-
ance cocks rear thelr own youngsters while
the yearlings are mainly usad to rear young-
stars taken from the bast breading pairs.

When the youngsters are about 17 days
old they and the hens, are taken out of the
widowhood lofts and placed in the young
bird section where the hens alone linish
tha rearing. Tha widowhood cocks are left
on their own now until around 1st April
when they are re-paired but are not en-
tared in the early races.

The 24 natural hens are paired in early
March and prepared aspecially for the first
live races, which every hen must fiy, Once
these races start the hens are not trained
but are shut out of the lofts for ane hours
exercisa both marning and evening, The
same mathod is used for the widowhood
cocks. Afterthe filth race it's the turn ol the
widowaers, they are entered for their first
race feading a single youngster, the other
andthe hen having been ramoved acouple
of days earlier. The youngster is remaoved
at 25 days old and the cock will now fly the
ramaining eight or nine races on tha tradi-
tional widowhood methad,

On baskating nightthe cocks are shown
their hens for two to three minutes before
being basketed lorthe race, Onthairreturn
the cocks are laft with theirhens {or at least
hal an hour and after their sixth or seventh
race they are left together overnight and
saparated in the moring. One must al-
ways be onthe lookout lo avald lhe widow-
ars getting bored and one trick is Frank
uses each season, with some autstanding
resulls is to allow the cocks and hens
together for one whole day belors the last
raca and finds this an ideal way tokeepihe
cocks motivated. The feeding syslem for
both the natural hens and the widowhood
cocks when racing is identical. In tha early
part of the week they are fed depurative
with a little Mariman Super M widowhaod
mix added and this is changed aver tha
week to 100 percent Supar M to build the
race birds up 1o a paak on basksting day.
On Wednesdays all the birds have vita-
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mins added ta the waler — as can be sean
everything is the traditional widawhaod
method,

Howsver the sama cannat ba said of
Frank's very successful young bird 5Yy5-
tam, which | am sure will raise one or two
eyebrows in the UK by the young bird
specialisls, For Frank, three paints which
he considers of great importance before
¥ou can even starl to think of having young
bird success are, firstly that youngsters
must have natural health and must atways
look good. If any young bird doesn't look
right for more than a few days it is called,
Secondly, it is important never lo over-
crowd tha lofts, this is a big mistake many
fanciers make. Good health and succass
will not come in these conditions. Lastly
and certainly not least Is that the young
birds must be abletelova their laft and their
managear. Once the youngsters are about
four weeks old they are treated against
Trichiomoniasis using Ridsel S, and thisis
followed up by vaceination against both
Paramyxovirus and Pigean Pox, They are
by now exarcising round the lofts and this
is buill up one hour moming and evening
and are fed on a mixtura consisting of 50-
50Marimandepurative and Mariman Super
M - light leed in the morning and as much
astheycan eatinthe avening, Two orihree
weeks prior to the first race they are given
five or six tosses up to 30 to 40 miles and
they then receive no mara training at all
during the remainderof the season, butare
expected to compete in all tha races in the
program, Forthelfirstiwoarthree racestha
sexes ara kepl and exercised separately.
After these races they are let in togethar
and paired so that they are all racing to a
nesting condition and to youngsters in the
nast, This is the condition Frank favors far
his young birds when racing in the Mation-
als at distances upto 450 miles. Althe and
ol tha young bird program only youngsters
that have won al least sight prizes are
considerad or natural lolt - all athers ara
disposed of, A very harsh selection methad
some may feel, but one that has 1o be
adhered 1o because of the small amount of
room available in the racing Ioits.

Mayba this is the real reason for the
super parformances of Frank Aarts! it must
certainfy play a large part in the huge
success he has anjoyed over lha past four
seasons and | am cartainthat having spent
saveral hours in the company of this very
likable and very dedicated Dulchman, we
shall certainly ba hearing alot more in the
coming years about Frank Aarts of Tilburg
- a champion amang champions.



