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A Tribute to Louis Van Loon, Frank Aarts
& Ernie Rossi - 3 True Champions!

by Tory Rossl
Racine, WT

1 never had a pet and as any
adolescent child would do, 1Jurged
my parents to consider letting me
have one. My father told me that
we would be moving into the coun-
try acon and when we did, we
would bulld a pigeon loft and we
would get some pigeons. Well, at
five years old, T had no idea how
this would change my life. You
see, dad had pigeons in laly be-
fore immigrating to the United
States and his first love of pigenns
had stuck as it would with me
also,

We didn't fly our first race
until | was eleven years old. The
year was 1964, We had a modest
loft that fit about 25 youngsters,
and possibly 25 old birds. We
kept about 6 pairs of breeders
and Dad always said. "Make plenty
of room for the good ones. Never
overcrowdl.” 1 can still hear him
preach!

Well the first year was quite
an experience. We flew our first
seasonwith abowt 20 youngsters.
You know, | can still remember
cach @il every voel Qe (o par-
ticular was my pet. | called him
“the white one.” He was a gift from
a pentleman named Elmer Liegler
of Racine. We flew the birds for
five weeks, and I cried each Sun-
day when we didn't win. My dad
just laughed, bul 1 knew then, 1
didn’t like the feeling of being late.

1 remember running home
from sehool and Aagging the team
as long as | conld, over and over
again. The 300 mile race was ap-
proaching rapidly and 1 decided
to save my allowance of 10 cents
a weel in order to wager a bet on
the while anel | can still remem-
ber shipping the birds at the old
Progressive Flying Club, at that
time their were over B5 members

just in that club, and Racine had
three clubs! I remember waiting
in line for the secreiary to figure
my sheel and tell me the cost |
owed. [ can still remember Thor
Jensen, Leo Brown, Ewald Lange
and Tony Bohman patting me on
the back and wishing me Tuck.
The two dollars [ wagered was like
five thousand loday for me. I'was
so excited,

The next aliernoon turned
guickly into dusk. 1 waited and
waited and waited. It seemed like

a lifetime and no pigeons. My dad

came to sit for a while untll his
uncle came over and took him
agide that afternoon. He told him
that his father had passed away
suddenly in Italyl My fatherwasa
strong man, but I remember that
afterncon the tears that came from
his eyes. Dusk turned into dark.
The bright ball of a sunwas Justa
fraction of & glirnmer to cnd a very
long day for me. Dad came out-
slde and told me to come In. He
said the pigeons won't fly at night
and it was much too dark for any
to come now. I was just too stub-
born, a trait that is still with me
loday.

All of a sudden, my eye caught
the flicker of a bivd flying, fast
wings beating as I it were [right-
ened. 1 stood up and thought it
was some bird or perhaps a bat.
But walt, It is white, yes. yes it is!
Heing too short at age eleven to
reach the trap box, 1 screamed to
my dad, “The white nne!” Without
hesilation, he ran outeide and
shiook his head. He said, "An-
thony, you were right. He came
for you!”

Maom drove me to the club.
Dad was just too upset to come.
and being eleven years old, 1truly
underatood. [ remember walking
into the club at around B:30 pm.
I can still remember the faces of at

least 10-15men that were waiting
at the table, T remember putting
our clock down, setting it on the
table ever so gently. But | knew
something was different that
pight. Not one person said a word
unltil 1 asked where the rest of the
clucks were. You see we had a lwo
hour limit to return the clock afier
you clock, and [ was used to being
late and [ expected tonight would
be no different.

Suddenly Al Jensen said, ~
Son. why did you bring your clock
in?" 1 looked at him in tetal confta-
sion. 1 sald because 1 have a pl-
geon. They looked at me and three
of them said, “Son, you must be
mistaken. No one has a pigeon in
the entire city. The weather was
just not good. You must have
clocked a bird from a past race.”

I {an 11 year old) locked at
them and sald, 1 clocked my white
one and it's pooled acroas! If you
don't believe it. open the clock
and see for yourselfl” All the men
in the room started to laugh. Oh
yes, the "white one” was the only
day bird on the first 300 mile race
that 1 ever flew in a 85 member
club.

On the way home, Mom said
that the white one came home
that night bhecanse Grandpa
wanted us to know that he wasin
heaven, and to this day, I think
she was right.

| think the “white one™ gol me
hooked me on pigeons for keeps!
The next season he won the first
300 mile yearling race five min-
utes ahead) That was it. He went
into the stock loft and now resides
on my basement wall resting on a
branch. Although he is stuffed
and just amemory, he is very dear
to me and reminds me of some
very good days with my dad.

Ican't tell you how many fami-
lies of piggeons that [ went through
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sinee | recehed my first pigean o
195, An old Belgimn fiyer by the
name of Julins Verhacghe gave
me a palrof birds in about 1863-
64, Julius was a lypical Racine
fiyver thal didn't believe in giving
birds to anvone. § can still remem-
ber him bending down io bis up-
stairs loft and looking at me. My
dad was standing above with his
usual trusting lonk and confldent
amile, Julbites said, " will give you
these two birds, but you st
promise that i you do not want
them, they must come hack! Be-
ing only 10 vears ok, | promised
and felt Tike 1 was taking home a
winning lottery ticket. [ was so
very proucl. Whal s wondealul
memaory for me.

Five years later, il was a 500
mile race and my dad and Twere
walting. Here comes 1856, direct
off Lhe “Verhaege Hen” Wow, |
{hought to mysell, "Do you think
we have a good one dad? Do you
think It is passible?” My dad was
a friend of Pete Boghosian, a tre-
mendous flyer at the long dis

Wi nGpead-1

tance races, Dad said, "Let me
drive over by Pele and see e Tas
ane? [ waited at home and was
almost jumping out of my skin
wﬂiring.:‘.I;u'lr'}m||']'1r‘.umt-.a|:1r[£:11|'l,
T think we have a good one An-
oy, Pete siill doesn't have a
el The Verhaege Hen bred many
winners lor us through the Gis
and early 70s but being as com-
petitive as | was, this just wasn't
erionigih.

You see, i Racine the only
races that really mesnt a hoot
were the 500 mile races, In old
hirds we fMow 5-500s, 1-425 mile
and two 300s. In youny birds we
even flew 500 mike race, Hallvou
old tmers can remeriber bacl
that far, we didn’l have Internet
wealher, we didnt bave accuerale
{orecasts or for that matier. a
phone call was a hig deal. The
hirds just went up! 1 can remenn-
ber good flyers ke Claylon Kovac,
Henry Wells, Iion Meter, Al and
Sam Paragamian say. if the
weather is goed, they should be
Ter i
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Mosi of our races during the
705 were all second day races. in
Racine, in the month of June, we
always gel some kind of cold
headwineds, A nsnal speed for the
Huron, South Dakota station (535
mi.) was about 1200 ypm. So vou
see, we should he clocking about
6 a.an. the second day,

Well, the man to beat in those
years was only one man, Peie
Boghastan! | thinl (e gy flew 30
500 mile races in succession and
never missed the diplomas, 1re
member him raining pideons In
the second day while his neigh-
bors, at least B lofts within 300
feel, would have nothing.

Althongh I could boat Mete on
almost any other race, he owned
ihe 500s! This drove e nuts! |
worked two jobs in order Lo boy
piseans that could beat this mai,
Fabrys, Huysken-Van Ricl
Devriendts, Sions, ete.. ete. The
Yerhasge plgeons were fanuastc,
but just couldn't finish the job on
the long ones, Although my re-
anlts were nothing shinet of fan-

g2l nl-21: 02
Fagm L




FAGE 12

JAN. 15, 2003

THE RACING FIGEON DIGEST
o e S

tastic, cven winning rhe 500 mile
state championship and all the
money was not cnough for me,
That was anly a day race. [wanteed
him at his own game!

I know you all heard of the
cliché, "The grass is gfreencr on
the other side.” Well, these words
Fit my situation perfectly. The late
1870s were approaching and 1
think 1t was about 1977 when |
finally conned Pele into lrading
me @ pair of babies for the same
from me. | ean sl pick those tao
birds off any perch in America. [
remember them that well; two
little blue check hens. Kind of
ugly, but strong as hell! | put
them on my team against about
50-60 loft mates and flew them
the entire 1977 senoon.

Well, 1 had a great season,
but the two Boghosian hens were
kind of stinky! Not cven in the
clock alter at least five eniries!
The last race of the year was a
425-mile young bird special. The
davlightwas short as e tace was
flown the beginning of Cetober.
The race was really a clean-up
race at the end and almost every-
one shipped heavy in hopes of
finding a good one from the worst
they had. If | remember correctly,
Ishipped about 30 pigeans agamst
a large field of entries.

The weather was headwinds
and evercast sldes; no chance for
day birds that day for sure. The
next morming 1 started my waich
when just after sunrise came my
first bird. Wow! Five minutles later
a second arrived. Wow! ...and not
another bird for two and a half
hours. I think you already know
the answer. The two blue check
hens from Boghoslan were my
first two birds thal morning. [
don't think theywon the race, but
I know they were very close to
winning and for sure, they beat
the hell out of my team.

Although I am not the bright-
est star in the sk, | learned the
most valuable lesson in my pi-
geon flying career that very morn-
ing. That lesson s sill imple-
menterd today in my breeding tech-

nigues and always will be. Some
will say that the two hens coming
carly that moming was coinci-
dence. Some will say luck, [ say
you make your own luck [n this
wiorld, and | was convineed that
the only pigeons 1 wanted in my
loft were {tomn Pele Boghaosian,
Pete passed away In 1580 and [
had the opportunity to purchase
hisentire loft of pigeons. Although
dad and Lwon first combine aver-
age speed inthe Sportsman's com-
hine 1978 and 1979, [ would not
pass this chanece of a lifetime by,
1 dispnsed of our entire family of
“Verhaege” pigeons and concen-
trated only on this super long
cistance Boghostan Stassart fam-
ily.

Drad and | concentrated our
efforts thra the 80s with great
success al long distance racing;
winming average speeds, many
500 mile races, and even combine
young bird average speed. Now
that 1 had what 1 always wanted,
wits | saiislled? Apain, you know
the answer... not really, You see,
the truth was that part of the fun
was trying to beat the master Pete
Boghoslan! After he passed away,
our racing merbership was on a
quick path to extinction. Just a
few short years earlier we boasted
3 clubs with a total membership
in an area approx. 5 miles wide
and 2 miles deep with about 125
members, With the numbers de-
clining and lack of interest on the
500s, my long distance team of
hopefuls didn't seem Lo be where
it was at,

Around 1990 my mother was
diagnoacd with cancer and passed
away in summer of 1992, Within
& months after, Dad fell victim to
the samie cause and passed away
in March of 1993, To say the least,
from 1990 -1983, pigeon racing
was a low priovity for me. In 1993
I meoved toa new locaton in Racine
and built a new loll on twenty
acres of property. It was not easy
taking the hirds from Dad's loft
and re-starting without him. At
this time my family consisted of
my wife Denise and four children:

Marie &, Ernie 6, Nick 4, and
Vaderie | years old. Now | started
a new foundaton for us as a fam-
iy and with (he pipeons.

Settling down ln my new
house as I was overlooking my
tearmn of birds, T realized my goals
for the 19905 and even past the
new century would be with open
style racing and more emphasls
on young hirds. The problem with
racing in Racine, Wisconsin for
many years, was that all the birds
came together and really didn't
need any brains. [ can remember
when my dad and | were waiting
with droppers and a feed can,
seeing a flock of forty birds go over
our loft and ifwe didn't drop a bird
then, we would be forty places
dewn the sheot. Where we uscd (u
live, we had at least 25 lofis
straight east of us and one second
meant the race.

Well, this was changing and
where wewere now living, we were
cxiremely lucky to be able to fly
with nu less the six different com-
hines! Just so no person can say
lam exaggerating, [ will list them;
Chicagn Combine, North Valley
Combine, Sportsman’s Combine
(Racine-Kenosha), Worth Central
Wisconsin Combine, Rock River
Racing Combine, and the Milwau-
kee Western Concourse, Midwest
Organization. Ok, all these com-
bines have open roces, spocials
and auetions that allow us to fly.

Flease bear with me readers
because I am showing you the
evolution of my thinking for a
reason. In order for you to under-
stand my madness, you must
lknow a fraction of my history, or
what 1 am aboul to show you will
be meaningless. 5o now [ am in
my new howse and loft and plan to
do just the opposite of what 1 set
out all my life to do. T planned to
change pigeon families once again.
The year was 1994 and | decided
to concentrate on young blrd rac-
ing only. With a growing family,
and nwner of a rapidly expanding
construction company, I decided
to stop old bird flying completely,
My true passion for lnng distance
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racing had to be substituied for
200-400 nuile young Lind speclals
and speed was more Important
then endurance,

Well. what do 1 do now with a
loft full of the wrong kind of pi-
geons, 1 Ielt (hat buying birds
from a tremendous young bird
fiver from perhaps Holland or
Belgium would be my best bet. |
kriow that they fly with great oum-
bers of pigeons and their birds
had to break for home from the
start or they couldn't win.

| bought several European
books and wrole five letters to
young bird specialists mostly from
Holland. Iiked theway they mass
liberated with greal numbers
verses a smaller fleld from Bel-
Elum.

After receiving answers to my
letters, the decision to purchase
was very easy. The remarkable
results of a loft from Tillburg,
Huoulland was sweeping the Euro-
pean papers. Frani Aarls of Hol-
land had just won 5 first naticnal
young birds races in a very shord
period. He was willing to sell off
his best pairs of breeders, father
and mothers to his first national
winners, young directly oft his
national winners!

Now what more could [ ask
for?

[ talked to my good friend,
Fred Pieper from Milwaukee, and
discussed mv ideas withhim. Fred
was nol only a friend, but a per-
son that was in my oplnion the
number one pigeon expert in lhe
country. lis remarkable talenl
for racing has made him along
with the Pieper family name leg-
ends in Milwaukee lor over 50
years. Fred's first inclination was
for me to keep my moncy in my
pocket. He felt that they would
only send poor gqualily pigeons to
me and this he experienced per-
sonally many limes before. Well,
my other option was to buy lo-
cally, but 1 just couldn’t forget
about the greal numbers of birds
that the Dutch [ly against vs.
smaller numbers from the US.

My mind was made up. Fealled

Frank Aarts and told him that ]
warllend 1o malke a purchase rom
him. Now this is where 1 gol kind
of nuts. [ wanted to make a lotal
commitment to a new family of
pigeons but didn't feel like dinking
around for years until I hil the
right pairs. So, 1 made sure ]
bought encugh [rom his best to
sift through the debris and hope-
fully find a few diamonds. Now [
will tell you what 1 beught from
him and 1 am kind of embar-
rassed about it yet. 1 imported
from Frank Aarts 140 pigeons in
one year from all his best pairs
and best flyers. That is nat the
end of my madness either.

1 atudicd Fank Aarts' pedi-
grees at great length and tallked
with Frank on many occasions.
Hekept referring {o “De Louis Van
Loon cock” as the foundation to
his colany. Most of Frank's birds
were Van Loon-Janssen/ Van-
Locn-Meulemnain, but theVan Loon
always secmed to stand out, Frank
told me that in his opinion. Louis
Van Loon was the premier loft of
all Belgium and to this day many
lofts pio to the old master for a bird
or two to strengthen Lheir colony.
I asked Frank il he knew Louis
Van Lonn. He said they were very
good friends and he lived just
minutes away from Tillburg, Hol-
land in a town called Poppel, Bel-
gium. Frank told me if | wanted,
he would take me there to visil
Hmmm! Dol have the nerve to ask
my wife ? Hea, wait... 'l malke it a
family trip anud (hen T will tell her
there! Golllay O e plane i
Amsterdam was no easy task with
four childen, all under age 12,
Frank Aarts and his wife Brenda
picked us up at the atrport and we
were off to Tillburgl Brenda was
gracious and provided a tour for
my wile and kids to a Lheme park
in Holland and Frank and [ had
the afternoon alone to enjoy pi-
feons.

We first looked over his colony
and | was lotally Impressed with
the birds and with Frank himsell.
1t was nol hard to understand the
level this man was at after spend-

ing several hours with him. He
has total dedication to this sport
and was not missing a beat. The
birds were everything that you
would expeet 0 aee at a world-
class loft and Frank added the
final touch with his inspiring
knowledge and enthusiasm.

MNexi wewere ofl toVan Loon's
home in Poppel. which was quite
exciting for me. Frank had all
good things to say of this man and
ranked him among the besl ever
of all Belgivm. [ won't go into
much detall of my visil with Van
Loon here, other then to say he
was everything that 1 had ex-
pected; poised, articulate and no
nonsense, [1s position was 100%
dedication to his pigeons of which
he kept as a family since 1950s_1
will tell you that hig feeling to-
wards pigeons was that the blood-
lines were everything, and with-
out the good birds, you were not
going amywhere,

As luck would have it for me,
and contrary for Van Loon, his
health at that moment was bad.
You see. he just came home from
the hospital with some sort of
chronte respiratory problem that
the doctors blamed on the pi-
geons. Van Loons' wife was not

keen on him continuing with the

birds, but Van Loon said that he
woutld have them until the end.
He was very interested in selling
50% of his loft in erder to cut the
nurbers down and make things
better for him. He allowed me to
rummage thru the stock loft and
varlous olber secttons and willi-
put a doubt, this man possessed
aunique [amily of inbred pigeons.
[was impressed on the large rooms
with few pigeons, kind of normal
in Belgium bul, none the less,
impressive to me.

1 leit the yard that day with a
deal to purchase 119 pigeons from
the masier of Poppel. Now all that
1 had to do is figure some way to
tell my wife. She already knew [
was nuts, but even this was way
beyond what | even could toler-
ate. Let's see now, hurmmim... 140
plgeons from Aaarls, and 119 pi-
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geoas rom Van Loan. Come on,
that is absolutely nuts! But again,
let me explain the methods of my
madness because there is a solu-
tion. Well, 1 did return to the
United States and yes, with my
wife and family. Kind of shaky for
a while but, none the less, we
were still a unit, for the time at
least.

Looking at my loft that could
hold about half as many pigeons
that could overpopulate our local
200, 1 started making a plan. [will
first tell you that my reason for
importing so many pigeons was
not ddiculous or un-caleulated.
For those of you that know me, 1
have never acted in a manner less
then conservative and pre-medi-
tated. This i the only way to get
the absolute best from a certain
family of birds and with some
patience on your part, will con-
Unue on with my story.

The first step was to enlarge
my loft as to accommodate com-
fortably at least 90 pairs of breed-

ers. Ok, simple arithmetic tells

457-01-WAC VAN LOON

PLACED 3RD WI. STATE 400
MILES 4 WKS BEFORE!

you that that’s 180 plgeons, and 1
have 259 pigeons coming, So. 1
planned an auction to sell off
approx. 80 imports. Well the birds
came in and Fred Pleper and |
went thru the huge task of pick-
ing out the pigeons for the auc-
tion, We used pedigree and con-
formation for selection, and we
did this in a very short perled of
time. Mone-the-less, we sold many
very putstanding pigeons and did
get down to the number that |
could hald.

Mext step was Lo breed from
50 pairs of pigeons and test the
group by basket only. How the
hell can you do thisyou ask? Well,
let's sec. Tony Rossi can handle
about 80 youngsters, Fred Fieper
ol Milwaukee takes about 40, Dave
Baker of Chicago 30 babies, Bob
Barnes .Jr. of Detroit takes about
25, Dan Bounagorio of New York
tukes 30, Mike Dagastino of CT
takes about 30, and several other
friends take lesser amounts. Ev-
eryone agreed to the deal that the

1 did this for about two years
with these gentleman and the re-
sults were ahnost phenomenal.
The bad part of this story was that
nobody ever expected Lhe results
that these birds accomplished,
but in every case, these friends
scnt me their combine winners,
futurity winners, acc pigeons, and
even an AL Hall of Fame winner.
| won't hore you with long lists,
but | will highlight a few spec-
tacular results from each friends’
loft and the birds that they gra-
clously sent back. 1 know Lhial
this was not easy.

Mike Dagostino from CT flew
40 miles longer then the majority
of the New York competition boast-
ing about 100 members and won
combine average speed and two
first combine wins with Aarts-
Van Loon pigeons. Never before
had anvone from his area ever
thought of winninga race yet alone
winning average speed against the
best of New York!

Bob Bamnes Jr. had 3 first
combine wins, First Combine av-

[}

L Wy

'2ND, 3RD, 4TH

627-01-NVC VANLOON
15T NVC OPEN VS. 862
P. 3WKS. EARLIER

SIRE: 08 - e

E M"‘ "\ SIRE: 6604476-BELG
DAM: 1453 CHICAGO OPEN "%\ pay eesosso-seLs
PURE VANLOON Q%‘ VS. 1632 P, % :‘“,é{w LOUIS VAN LOON

o

454-01-WAC VANLOON
18T 167 MILES AND 40TH
500 MI. VS 1651 P.

~* THIS AMAZING TRIO PLACED 2ND,
3RD AND FOURTH IN THE 300 MILE
CHICAGO OPEN! THE AMAZING
STORY WAS THAT THE WIND WAS
NOT IN THEIR FAVOR THE ENTIRE
; RACE! THEY BROKE AWAY FROM
e 1629 PIGEONS AND SHOCKED THE
ENTIRE CHICAGQ COMBINE!

o =is
SIRE: 6604157-BELG I
DAM: 6316402-BELG
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erage speed, One henwasadouble
combine winner and two years in
arow Van Loons won the “first ace
pigeon” of his combinel two years
inarvwmydaughtersentered the
Detroit powder puff 400 mile race
and won first place both years,
once for Bob Jr. and again lor his
motherl

Dan Bounagorio's resulis
were, first combine average speed
Long lsland combine three years
in a rowl Danny entered one out-
standing hen for IF Hall of Fame
and place high in the standings!

Fred Preper won, posh, 1 am
puessing, but probably 15 first
combines over the last 7 years
and two pigenna in partionlar,
“The Hawk" won first ace pigeon
Narth Valley Combine and many
tHmes first club and combinel
“Hawik Jr.” bred trom a brother to
“The Hawk" also won first Ace
Pigeon Milwaukee Western Cone.,
winning three first combines in-
cluding 3ed overall Midwest 500
vi some 1699 pigeons,

Dave Baker of Chicago made
history winning first five positions
on the tough JREF fulurity 300
miles vs 777 pigeons with all Aarts
or Vian Loon pigeons. Ie won first,
second and third average speed
thatyearvs Chicago Combine 150
members with only 25 total pi-
geans on his team all Aarts or Van
Loonsg, plus two national ace pi-
geons and AU hall of fame! Dave
wun sany first combines with
these pigeons!

As for mysell, my record has
been tremendons. JJust the lasi
four years flying with the strong
North Valley Federation of appx.
80 members, 1 won champion loft
the last four years (2002, 01, 00,
99} in Young bird compelition.
They alsc won average speed
youngbirds (2002, 01, 95, 98) not
to mention winning first ace pl-
geon of the federation (2002
oldbirds and youngbirds, 2001
YBs, 1999 ¥Bs. Enough with thal,
my pelnt here is not to brag. [ am
trying to show you how | pro-
ceeded to sort thrma this big meas,

What was most amazing was

thal the same pairs bred winners
where cver they wore sonl, Con-
versely, the same junk pairs bred
junk wherever they were sent. |
found that the the loundation
breeders hred champions for all
the lest lofts. This was no coinci-
dence, it happened over and over
{Or miAny years.

S0 now you say, after one
year, the matings may have been
had. And you are right to think
this. Each year I changed matings,
and I did this for 5 years. What a
pain in the ass, but I did it One
year I would mate them straight,
the next I would cross them, the
next year mix all the pairs up
apgain! The end of the story waon
that certain pigeons bred cham-
pions with any male, and those
that were noi good were climi-
nated quickly.

My record keeping procedures
were well managed and | must say
that after 7 years now. 1 livally
have a line on many lantlastic
pigeons breeding couples, and
genuine foundation producing
pigeons. I found that the Frank
Aatts pigeon were sensational
from 100-400 miles especially on
nlee days. The VanLoons are more
mid-distance to Long Dislance
pigeons. This variation proved to
be a very gond cross and have
proven themselves over and over.

Just recently | purchased a
pedigree program from Johno
Chiang. | tried several others that
Ireally was not keen on, This new
program has allowed me Lo chart
the breeders individually so Lhat §
could see the off springs’ perfor-
mance record for any lofl that
oblained them. Cerlain pigeons
have certainly rose to the top and
unfortunately, many didn't. |
never sold an imporled pigeon
that 1 bred from., el il they dide’
breed for me. [ couldn' sell them
io another. 1 honestly had many,
many offers but never sold them,
1 did sell some imports to fQyers,
as 1 said earlier when' | had an
avetion. Flus I sold some of the
bitrels thia § ool handbe, but 1
never bred out of any of them

previously.

So you sUIl ask, why did you
buy so many? The answer ls
simple. If you search for gold you
must pan thru tons of mud andd
dirl in order to obtain that pre-
cious metal. Do you really think
you can buy just one pair or a
champion bird and hit gold’? Sure
it is possible, but very unlikely. |
tried this method for many years
and cure | found good pigeons,
but not a winning family that
could satisfy my goals.

Let me tell you about the out-
come of what 1 bought for ex-
ample. My best breeders were not
from the tremendous national
winners that [ paid high prices
for. They were not from the golden
pairs that Aarts and Van Loon
barely let loose. They were from
certaln genetic packages that
could cnly be found through lest-
ing and performance, Some of my
wwst oulstanding Lreeders are
grandchlldren of the winners or
grandchildren of the golden pairs.

I cam’t tell you how many im-
ported bands are hanging on my
loft wall that are dircetly ofl of
some fantastic national winner or
ace pigeon, This my dear Iticnds
is how evolution produced the
world we know and although 1
knew my testing Is rather limited,
1 used only performance as crite-
riz and it worlked. Wouldn't it be
casy il all we had to do is buy a
pigeon out of a big winner and
everything you breed is equal to
it! My friend, Milee Dagostino of-
ten soys, “Joe Lewis the heavy
weight champion of the world had
10 brothers and sisters. Did you
ever ear of one of them. " A simple
but true statement, well said,
Milke!

| think the secret Is staying
willy Bunilies of pigeores aod fod-
ing the super breeders within that
family. Some of my most fantastic
champions recently have been
frem Van Loons crossed with the
Aarts pigeons. Just this year, |
flew & widowhood cocks and one
Burd in parteular worn champion
bird North Valley Combine. His
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two best performances were the
last twn races of the year, 1266
won st place 223 miles vs. 454
pigecns on an extremely hot and
hwmnid day. This performance was
putstanding because he beat his
loft mate by 8 minutes that took
second Federation and 15 min-
utes ahead of the next federation
loft. Four days later he was sent to
a 500 mile race from Topeka, KS,
winning 2nd 500 mi., vs. 1072
pigecns on another very hot and
humid day! What is important
about 1266 is that his father is
Janssen Van Loon, a lyue founda-
tion cock, mated with a Van Loon
hen! His full sister 1267 won flrst
combine NVC as a young birdl

“This Is an example of high bred
vigor that wins races.

The Van Loon pigeons are a
family that originates from very
few pigeons. The Aaris pigeons
are made up of national winners,
mostly Janssen, with one Van
Loon cock as the common de-
nominator. Are these great breed-
ers direct ofl the national win-

them sometHmes a couple of gen-
erations! If 1 were to do It over
again, I think ] would have to doit
the same way as [ did. Perhaps
stay away from the more expen-
sive birds direct off the national
winners and golden pairs, but
concentrate on a family of birds
with winning genes.

Nuw understand vne Utilng, |
have no genetic background other
then a semester course in college.
My only knowledge in genefics la
first hand experience through test-
ing and race results, and for that
reason alone, 1 feel extremely
qualitled. When people ask me to
sell pigeons to them 1 always hesi-
tate. The reason for my apprehen-
sion ia because they almost al-
ways want to purchase a very
small sample of my population.
Now think about it, how could |
condone this when 1 myself went
to two of the most outstanding
lofts in the world and spent &
fortunc on 259 imported pigeonal
The importation agency even sent

THE RACING PIGEON DIGEST
e sl

me a Christmas card, That's how
much meney [ spent just on im-
portation fees!

Now of course I understand
most people could not do what I
did, or for that matter who would
be crazy encugh. But the true
answer is not always what you
want to hear my friends, Never
forget, there is power In numbers.
The more selection you have, the
better chance you have to find the
good ones. | think the most valu-
able aspect In selection was the
fact that 1 had good friends willing
to bruthfufly race these plgoons
and give me honest feed back on
their performances. Think how
valiable this was. But remember
the results they procured.

1 often tell my frlend, Fred
Pieper, 1 could easily have pur-
chased 254 duds, as so often you
hiear happens. 1 took a chance
and 1 now have a family of birds
that are truly performance proven
thru and thru. 1 know this may
seem asif1am bragging, but1just
feel the records that these pi-

—geons have won in the last seven-

years needs to be mentioned.

[ will anly Hst my results, and
you nced to know that this is just
a fraction of their most outstand-
ing achievements. To list all my
accomplishments would be not
only be a tedious ordeal but rather
boring for you. I will list only the
memtantrcmdtam“&mtlwuuld
refer Lo as impressive, Please let
me start with just thisyears (2002)
results, 1 will summarize this par-
tirnkar year becanse not only was
it outstanding, but the most re-
cent. OF course I will not list every
race, just my best results.

porth Valley Federation He-
sults. Approx. B0 members. OBs
2002: 2nd - 480 ml, 1072 b.,
1280 ypm, 6-29-02; lst, 2nd, -
293 mi., 365 b., 1583 ypm, 6-23-
(2; First Champion Bird Of Fed-
eration, (1266), YBs 2002: 2, 3. 4,
21, 23 - 146 mi., 494 b, 1112
ypm, 8-4-02; 7. 8, 9, 11, 12, 17,

18-219mi., 405b., 1360 ypm, 8-

11-0%; 3, 4, 5, 10, 14, 15 - 219

mi., 471 b, 1238 ypm, 8-25-02;
R = v e o ot

10, 11, 12, 18, 20 - 149 mi., 629
b., 1346 ypm, 9-1-02: 1. 2, 3, 5,
11, 14, 19, 21 - 223 mi., 620
birds, 1353 ypm, 9-8-02; 1,2,6-
261 mi., 412 b., 874 ypm, 9-15-
02; [Only 38 day birds in fed.
Winning against the wind); 1, 2,
3, 4,5, 6- 208 mi., 283 b., 1682
ypm, 9-22-02; 8, 4,5,6. 7, 8, 9.
10, 11, 12, 15- 159 mi,; 633 b,
1363 ypm, 9-29-02; 5,11, 12, 22,
23 - 301 mi., 426 b., 1324 ypm,
10-05-02; 1,2, 3,4, 8,9, 10, 11,
12, 301 ml, 122 b., 1381 ypm,
10-05-02; 13, 14, 15 - NVC Band
Race, winoing 37200,

First Champion Loft Of Fed-
eration 2523 Points; First Aver-
age Speed Of Federation 1267
ypm; 1; 2, 6, 7, 10/Place Cham-
pion Birds Of Federatlon (887).
QOther Wins From Other Comnbines
in 205 6th, 31 - 301 mi., Chi-
cago, 1539 b., 1267 ypm, 9-8-02;
1,2, 3, 4 - 202 mi., Milw. 285 b.,
1695 ypm, 9:21-02: 2, 3,4, 5 -
221 mt., Valley, 623 b., 1335 ypm.
10-5-02; 1, 2, 11, 22 -'321 mi,
Valley Auction Race, 1335 ypm.

10-5-02;- 16th. Overall Midwest .

Race 480 mi., 1402 b., 6-28-02.

2001 Results YBs North Val-
ley Federation: 8, 9, 1. 11, 12
149 mi., 523 b., 1396 ypm, 8-5-
01; 7, 14, 205 mi., 822 b., 861
ypm, 8-19-01; 1, 6, 11, 245 mi.,
467 b., 1370 ypm, 8-26-01; 2, 3,
39, 123 mi., 719b., 1290 ypm, 9-
1-01; 9, 11, 12, 13, 1415, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20,21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
149 mi., 754 b., 1270 ypm, 9-16-
01:1,14, 17.20,32-245ml., 862
b., 1486 ypm, 9-30-01: 1, 6 - 245
mi., NVC Band Race Special
$2500; 8, @ - 205 mi,, 554 b.,
1225 ypm, 10-7-01.

First Average Speed NVC Fed-
eration, 1308 ypm; First Cham-
plon Loft NVC Federation, 2565
Points; 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 13, 18,
Champion Birds NVC Federation
{1260). Other Racea Flown In
2001: 9, 10, 11, 12,13,14 - 321
mi., N, E. Open 501 BIRDS, 1420
ypm, 10-6-01; 2,3,4,11,37, 38 -
298 ml., Chicago, 1632 b., 1214
ypm, 10-21-01; 3rd - 391 mi.,
Miw. State Champ, 252 birds; 9-
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#2-01; 7, 8,9, 10, 11 - 302 mi.,
WS, Derly 204 Linds 1405 ypm,
9-22-01.

2000 Results YBs NVC Fed-
eration: 1. 2.3, 4. 18.21. 22 - 146
mi., 753 b., 1507 ypm, 8-13-00;
5th - 223 mi.. 767 b., 303 ypm, 8-
27-00:2,.3,4,5,6,7, 11,34 - 167
mi., 706 b., 1490 ypm, 2-10-00;
18,19 - 165 ml., 596 b., 871 ypm,
9-24-00; 1,2, 3, 5.6, 9, 18, 22 -
225 mi., 465 h,, 1570 ypm, 10-1-
00.

First Champion Loft NVC Fed-
eration 591 Points; Second Aver-
age Speed NVC Federation 1238
ypm; 3rd Champion Bird NVC
Federation [1084). Other Races
Flown 2000 ¥VB: 1, 2,3 221 mi.,
Fdl Auction Race 1279 ypm, 9-
16-00; 3, 4, 6 - 301 mi., Chicago
Open 458 b., 1073 ypm, 10-22-
00:; 5, 6, 7, 8 - 106 mi., Milw. 596
b., 1250 ypm, 7-29-00; 8, 9, 10,
11 - 149 mi., Milw., 631 b., 1285
ypin, 8-5-00. 8, 7, 8, 8 - 202 ml.,
Milw, 639 b., 1223 ypm, 8-19-00.

Sorry if [ am totally boring
you. That is not my intent at all.

And please don't think { am trying
Lo Loy or hiphlight my results,
That is not the purpose of listing
them. It would be almost impos-
sible to complete this story with-
oul a happy endingto seven years
of total chaos. Please let me ex-
plain a bitabout the results Lhave
listed for you. If you look at the
dates, 1 have showed you results
that Tony Rossi won with birds
bred from the Van Loons and
Frank Aarts pigenns starting the
first season in 1995! As you can
see, our Kenosha Clubis not afrald
to fly with differenl combines,
courses or competition. As 1 told
you earlier, we are very fortunate
to be oble to fly with so meany
different combines and federa-
tions. [ hope some day, all these
organizations unite into one fed-
eration. We can only hope that
this will happen.

What thege results don’t show
15 (e purober of Uimes these birds
won ggainst the wind, extreme
heat or breaking out way in front
of the competition. These results

don't show the number of times

Pleper Brothers and Drave Baker

won against this Joft with the came

pigeons winning many, many first

romhines! These resnlta don't

show how the competition

dropped off due to the sensational

results that were posted week af-

ter week against all oddst Yes, 1

am very proud of these birds and

all they have accomplished since

1605, I put all my Hme, fadith,

money and effort into two families
of pigeons and am damn proud of
them. If my efforts were a failure,
I'would be the laughing stock now
being teased and ridiculed. But,
as you can see, I am a very trust-
ing person that docsnt give up.
And to reminisce if I may, 1 knew
the white one was coming home,
Iwaited and waited till after darl...
and he came home. 1 think I can
say now, that the Aarts pigeons
and Van Loons have come home
for me alsol §,

CHAMFICON BIRD REPORT [WinSpeed - 3}
Printed on O7/23/02-03:12

HYC FEDERATION
Champion Bird includes: Hens & Cocks

A [eleases

1266-VANLOON 2208941-890

1268 AU DL KEN Bi C 173 Pts 3 race(s) #72 Miles ROSST
4423 AU 01 NIX N/A W 127 Pts - 2 racels) G6%1 Miles MUSICK & SCH
104l AU DL NVC M/ E 122 Pts 4 race(st! 679 Miles MUSICK & S0H

0136 AL Q0 BEH

2939 Al %89 RRP

LoEl

Champion Bird includezs: Hens & Cocks

D323 AU 89 cH
456 AU 08 TWIH 07

0507 A7 01 TWIH

5742  RU 00 CH L1908 AU GZ EHC
aoca ALl 02

andd AUTOG2

3oda AD 0z

(R R ALl 02

ALl 02 HEN N/AC

oBT0 AL 02 KEM GE C

CEAMBICK BIRD REPORT (WinSpeed - 3)
Printed on 10/13/02-09:45

WC FEDERATICN
A RBeleases

BLSE C

BET=VANLOON 118-735
BY0=VANLOON §316410-202

Champizn Left includes: Hens

ROSS5T Total
MUSICE & SOH Total
TASSOTTI Tetal
HAAMSEN J Tetal

SEENTENDRII L Tokal

243 TFts & raceils) 1360 Miles ROSSI

"221 Pts B racefa) L1282 Miles ROSSI

185 Prs 5 racel(s)

CHEMPION LOFT REPORT (44}

779 Miles 5,

Claceio

Prigzed on 10/17/01-20:33
yOUNG WNYC FEDERATICH

E Cocks

acoumulated
accumulated
accumulates
accunulated

apcumalatad

poinks
points
polnts
points

poinks

A Releases

2565
1647
1753
1175

LO%6

for

for

for

for

for

46
50
a0
23

clockings
clockings
zlockings
cleckings

clockings
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